
1 

5 RAR Association Website               www.5rar.asn.au              Webmaster:  Edmund ‘Ted’ Harrison      

 

COPYRIGHT: No part of this publication may be produced without the written permission of the Editorial Committee. 
Issue 58             August 2021 Newsletter of 5th Battalion The Royal Australian Regiment Association (Inc)        We are all Tigers together. 

Two Javelin missiles hurtled through the sky leaving an 
incandescent wake, while on the ground, 5 RAR was 
handing over to the US Marines, and somewhere in the 
vast, shrubby Mount Bundey Training Area (MBTA), 
weapons providing indirect fire engaged targets. 
With more than seven live-fire traces open simultaneous-
ly, the culminating activity of Exercise Southern Jackaroo, 
held from June 15 to 24, took months to plan, according 
to 8/12 103 Bty Commander MAJ Samuel Watts. 
But for 5 RAR's PTE Brendan Hannam, who fired the first 
Javelin, it only took a couple of seconds for his missile to 
hit the mark. 
"I didn't realise I would actually get to fire a Javelin on this 
exercise," he said. 
"They're pretty expensive; I would have bought the boys a 
carton if l missed." 
While PTE Hannam fired a direct attack, the US Marines, 
just metres away, simultaneously fired a top-down attack. 
A coordinated fire mission from Australian MAG 58 and 
US .50cal machine guns followed against targets on the 
adjacent hillside. 
Watching the heavy weapons at the support-by-fire posi-
tion, Japan Ground Self-Defense Force OIC bilateral ex-
ercises MAJ Mitsuo Matsuda observed a way to improve 
his soldier's training with more barrel-change drills. 

"Japanese soldiers do not fire the same amount of am-
munition on our live-fire ranges, so they do not get to 
change barrels very often," MAJ Matsuda said. 
Japanese forces also took advantage of the larger Aus-
tralian ranges on day one, firing their Type 01 LMAT anti-
tank missile at moving targets for the first time. 
It was also the first time snipers from the three nations 
participated in a two day, live-fire practice, which included 
moving targets travelling up to 40kmph and long-range 
shooting beyond 2km. 
5 RAR sniper supervisor SGT Troy Wyley said the Japa-
nese were keen to continue the activity next year. 
"They loved the way we set it up; they don't get many 
opportunities to shoot at long distances or with the targets 
we can provide," SGT Wyley said. 
Australian and US gunners from 103 Bty and US Marine 
Corps Mike Bty used the exercise to test a digital link be-
tween gun detachments, according to Bravo Detachment 
Commander BDR Eduardo Osborne. 
"There's a digital radio inside the gun that can send tra-
jectory and elevation information between computers," 
BDR Osborne said. 
"It essentially allows us to join forces and beef-up our gun 
lines with the Americans." 

(Continued on page 2) 

Australian soldiers from 1 CER 
and 5 RAR prepare to breach a 
door at the urban training facility 
during Op Southern Jackaroo at  
the Mount Bundy Training Area. 
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While the exercise aimed to develop a combined-arms 
relationship between militaries, there were also personnel 
exchanges, according to 5 RAR LCPL Joshua Young, 
who worked with Japanese and US forces at the urban 
training facility. 
"We showed them how we did our individual up to section
-level SOPs, such as quartering drills and signals, so they 
could operate without talking," LCPL Young said. 
"They picked it up surprisingly quickly." 
Soldiers practised urban clearances and explosive 
breaching serials, and received a visit from CDF GEN 
Angus Campbell who spoke about the importance of Aus-
tralia's strategic partnerships. 
The Japanese forces will return home in early July. 
Southern Jackaroo was a key exercise for the US Ma-
rines based in Darwin with the rotational force, and would 
enable more complex activities later in the year, accord-
ing to CO Marine Rotational Force- Darwin COL David 
Banning. 
"This is a critical building block in terms of our ability to 
gradually increase the complexity of what we're doing 
with our partners," COL Banning said. 
"We're focused on maintaining our tactical capability so 
we have the flexibility to respond to whatever situation we 
might encounter."  
The US Marines will participate in exercises Talisman 
Sabre and Koolendong in the coming months. 

Courtesy of ARMY News 

(Continued from page 1) 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  

G’Day to all members of 
the Tiger Battalion Asso-
ciation, friends and fami-
ly, 
If there is a theme for this 
issue of Tiger Tales it has 
to be ‘cracking on’. It’s 
what soldiers do, regard-
less of the circumstanc-
es, we crack on and get 
the job done. This holds 
true for the current mem-
bers of the Battalion who 
are cracking on with their 
training, ensuring the 
standards are kept high, 
the training complex and 
realistic, and the Tiger 
Battalion spirit lives on. It 
holds true for the old and 
bolds from all wars past – we marched on Anzac Day, 
looked after our mates and made sure those who have 
left us were appropriately commemorated. It holds true for 
your Committee as well, even as COVID makes govern-
ance more difficult than it has been for a while! I hope you 
can see all of those efforts reflected in this issue of Tiger 
Tales. 
This past few months have seen some major events in 
the Veterans Community. The announcement, finally, of 
the Royal Commission into Defence and Veteran Mental 
Health and Suicide was welcome news. As I write this the 
Commissioners have just been appointed and initial calls 
for submissions are being made. We will communicate 
how we as an Association will support this worthy en-
deavor as details become clearer. Please keep an eye 
out on the website, Association Facebook page and your 
emails for further details. We all have an important role to 
play here to ensure the safety and well being of our ma-
tes and those who will follow. When the call comes for 
submissions, please do not be idle or hesitate.  
I also note the unfortunate departure of Minister Chester 
from the Veterans Portfolio. He was a passionate and 
interested Minister for Veterans Affairs and it is a sad re-
flection on Australian Politics – although perhaps not sur-
prising - that internal bickering was put ahead of the 
needs of Veterans. I hope that Minster Gee is as effective 
and interested as well. 
We will, in some way shape or form, hold an Annual Gen-
eral Meeting this year. What was a solid plan just a few 
weeks ago has been thrown into some turmoil by the re-
cent outbreaks of COVID. We will make sure that we 
meet all of our governance requirements and ensure our 
Association can continue to support our members and 
families. Please bear with us as we continue to work 
through this complex process. This may involve last mi-
nute changes and updates; this is how it is now. We crack 
on, and we get the job done. 
Take care. Duty First. 

Dave 

COMBINED FORCE - Cont. 
PTE Harrison Smyth 
loads ammunition into a 
MAG 58 machine gun. 

Dave French 



3 CO’S DISPATCH 

G’day Tigers, 

Our last update included 
an invitation for our Vet-
eran Tigers to attend the 
Battalion Binh Ba Week 
commemorative and 
sporting events, which I 
am very glad was accept-
ed by a number of you. I 
am sure there is an arti-
cle [see page 12] or two 
in this edition covering 
that week, so I’ll limit my 
comments to thanking 
those Association mem-
bers who travelled to 
Darwin for making the 
week so special, and to 
the RSM, WO1 Sean 
Casey, for his oversight 

of a magnificent series of memorable events.  

While the Battalion paused for Binh Ba Week, we have 
been busy with a range of field, training, sporting and op-
erational tasks throughout the last few months. The Com-
pany reports may be light on for this edition, as they often 
are mid-year, as they concentrate on making the most of 
training in the Darwin dry season. 

A big wet season delayed the start of some of our field 
training which we have now caught up on. Tigers Walk 
was a great hit out for the Battalion, with Companies ro-
tating through live fire activities. Bravo Company has con-
ducted Ex Southern Jackaroo 21 [see page 1] with our 
United States Marine Corps and Japan Ground Self De-
fence Force mates. Teams practiced urban breaching, 
danger close artillery, urban training, and a combined 
arms company live fire. Charlie Company has been fo-
cussed on our inaugural small boats training courses con-
ducted by 2 RAR and Delta Coy has been providing sup-
port to the COVID Task Force here in the NT. Support 
Company has planned and conducted all Battalion live 
fire activities, conducted basic Mortars and Recon cours-
es, and supported a RAAF live fire exercises.  

Despite numerous changes due to the heavy wet season, 
we were excited to conduct the second running of the 
CPL Kennedy Cup [see page 16], won by CPL 
McCullough’s section and by Delta Company on aggre-
gate. We again thank Karen and Brian Patterson for their 
commitment and comments to the Battalion during the 
presentation. The involvement of veterans and veteran’s 
family’s in the Battalion’s training and commemorative 
events is a special connection that brings depth and 
meaning to what we do.  

Sport and competition is seeing a resurgence, with Log 
Coy winning the Battalion Swimming Carnival, and Sup-
port Company victorious in the Battalion Cross Country, 
held at East Point Reserve. We were fortunate to host the 
first exported language course with our soldiers attending 
a residential Indonesian course here in Darwin, learning 
both language and culture of our nearest neighbour. 
Many of our soldiers are conducting courses remotely 
due to COVID, which has seen them spending more time 
here in Darwin with family and friends. Most of our sol-
diers have been shooting in our new indoor range, built 
right within our compound next to the Museum and now 
adjoined by a vehicle simulator [see page 10]. 

The next few months see the Battalion prepare for Ex 
Koolendong, a USMC led field and live activity which Del-
ta Coy will participate in as part of a 7 RAR led Battle-
group. We will conduct final training for our Duke of 
Gloucester Section for the August competition in Single-
ton (pending COVID), and commence our Sniper, and 
Direct Fire Support Weapons (DFSW) courses. We are 
preparing for our next Infantry Section Commanders 
course and some international security cooperation train-
ing activities with our neighbouring countries.    

Duty First  

LTCOL Matthew Dirago  

Quote: “Anzac is not merely about loss. It is about 
courage, and endurance, and duty, and love of coun-
try, and mateship, and good humour and the survival 
of a sense of self-worth and decency in the face of 
dreadful odds.” 

Sir William Deane, 
Gallipoli, Dawn 25th April 1999 

Battalion and Association members visit the Memorial Wall. 

The Binh Ba Commemorative Service held at St Mary’s Star of the 
Sea Cathedral on Monday  7 June. 

LTCOL Matthew Dirago 
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Tiger Tales is printed and distributed, 
for  5 RAR Association, by The Pack 
Factory, 169A Penshurst St, BEVER-
LEY HILLS, NSW, 2209. Graeme Tooth, 
the principal of The Pack Factory, is a 
veteran of 5 RAR’s 1969-70 tour of 
South Vietnam. 

DELTA COMPANY 
The last few months have been a busy and challenging 
period for Delta Company. It has seen the Company par-
ticipate in Ex TIGERS WALK, provide two platoon sized 
elements detaching to support Joint Task Group  (JTG) 
629.7 in separate quarantine centres and some members 
participate in courses. Now the Company has set its 
sights on EX KOOLENDONG in August, which will facili-
tate the Company's main task of achieving combat team 
live fire and work with our USMC partners. 
On 25th March, Delta Company tragically lost one of our 

BRAVO COMPANY 
As we say thank you and farewell to the many people 
leaving B Coy at the end of the financial year to Support 
Company. Quarter 2 of 2021 saw B COY complete EX 
TIGERS WALK and culminating with EX SOUTHERN 
JACKEROO 21 with United States Marines and Japanese 
Self Defence Force 50th Infantry regiment.  
Preparations for EX TIGERS WALK included Platoon lev-
el SOP development, a section level diagnostic known as 
KENNEDY’s CUP. This saw 36 hours of mission after 
mission… orders after orders and challenges after chal-
lenges. The tasks included section ambushes, quick at-
tacks, urban clearances, vehicle control points (VCPs), 
live fire range in box (LFRIB). It allowed section com-
manders to test their orders and planning ability with time 
constraints. It identified key strengths and short falls with-
in the sections. 

Following Ex KENNEDY CUP set B COY on stead for EX 
TIGERS WALK which saw B COY conduct PL operations 
and live fire. This exercise set the conditions for B COY to 
deploy as a Combat Team (CT) on EX SOUTHERN 
JACKEROO. 
EX SOUTHERN JACKAROO was a major international 
engagement between Combat Team Bulldog (B COY), 
United States Marines and Japanese Self Defence Force 
(JSDF) conducting live urban breaching and a CT live fire 
which included live breaching by engineers and DFSW 
gun line, mortars and artillery firing in support.  
Thank you and see you later in the year – B COY 2021 

LT Cooper Smith 

Inside the LFRIB 

DELTA COMPANY - Cont. 

own, PTE Kurtis McIntosh. On Tuesday 13 April, the 
Company with some other members from 5 RAR con-
ducted a military funeral in Brisbane in Kurtis's honour. 
Kurtis was an excellent soldier and won Delta Company's 
best soldier award in 2020. He will continue to be remem-
bered for his positive attitude and strong performance 
whilst in the company.  
In May, Ex TIGERS WALK saw all Platoons within Delta 
Company achieve up to Platoon sized live fire attacks, as 
well as numerous tactical tasks blank fire at Mount Bun-
dey Training Area. The Platoons focussed on ambushing, 
patrolling and Platoon quick attacks. In addition, the exer-
cise provided teams with the ability to develop in detail 
Section and Platoon SOPs. For many members of Delta 
Company, Ex TIGERS WALK was their first exercise 
within the Battalion.  
From early June to mid-July, Delta Company provided 
two Platoon sized elements to attach to JTG 629.7, on 
OP COVID-19 ASSIST. This is the ADF’s response to 
Coronavirus and supporting state and territory govern-
ments. The first Platoon involved was tasked with Quar-
antine Compliance Management within the Howard 
Springs quarantine centre, and the second Platoon with 
the same responsibility at Bladin Village. Both teams pro-
vided security and support to residents within their re-
spective centres, who had travelled from both domestic 
and international locations. The effect of these tasks was 
that any potential for COVID to enter the NT from interna-
tional flights was mitigated. The tasks also provided sol-
diers within Delta Company to work alongside soldiers 
from different units, most significantly 1st Close Health 
Battalion and 1st Military Police Battalion.  
With the first half of the year complete, Delta Company 
now places it’s focus on EX KOOLENDONG from 9th Au-
gust until 3rd September. This exercise will see the Com-
pany form a Combat Team (CT) likely under our sister 
Battalion, 7 RAR in Bradshaw Field Training Area. CT – 
Delta will train up to and conduct a live fire Combat Team 
attack, supported by Engineers from 1 CER, Gunners 
from 8/12 Regiment and specialists from our Support 
Company. We will then integrate with our colleagues from 
the Ground Combat Element of the Marine Rotational 
Force - Darwin (MRF-D). Members of D Company will 
gain exposure to a myriad of different skillsets and likely 
participate in motorised, dismounted and airmobile opera-
tions during the exercise. The challenge for the Company 
now is the reorganisation following both JTG tasks, and 
preparing the teams within Delta Company for all the 
complexities of Combat Team manoeuvre prior to deploy-
ment to Bradshaw. 

LT Farrands 
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APOLOGIES 
On page 17, of the April issue of Tiger Tales, we inad-
vertently stated that the next-of-kin (NOK) of members 
who have passed on since returning from Vietnam could 
apply to Australian Defence Force (ADF) Records to re-
ceive a copy of the member’s Statement of Service. 
Unfortunately this is not so, we recently received a tele-
phone call from ADF Records office to inform me of this.  
NOK can apply and receive the full service records of 
their relative, but not the Statement of Service, which is 
supplied only to the ex-member of the ADF. 
We extend my apologies to any NOKs who applied for 
this document, for misleading them and for any incon-
venience it has caused. 

David French 
President, 5 RARA 

MEMORABILIA SPECIAL BUY 
For a limited time you can buy 1 of each of 
the car stickers shown below, normally 
these are $5.00 each. This pack is available 
for a very low price of  only $10.00, includ-
ing postage. The Order form on Page 20 has 
been adjusted for this special. 
 

 

 

Quote: "From now until the end of the world, we and 
it shall be remembered. We few. We Band of Broth-
ers. For he who sheds his blood with me, shall be my 
brother.” 

William Shakespeare, ‘King Henry V’ 

I MET A SOLDIER 
I met a SOLDIER, on ANZAC Day! 
On a slight rise, un-noticed, beneath a tree a bit above 
the Cenotaph, where a small crowd had gathered, I saw 
him. 
He was not part of the assembled group. 
He stood alone, erect, and silent. 
On his left breast he wore the Vietnam Campaign rib-
bons, and on his head a Battalion combat soldier’s reun-
ion cap-worn and obviously often-used. 
As the ‘Last Post’ was played, and the flag moved, a lone 
tear trickled down his face from one of his eyes, and his 
lips appeared to move in a silent prayer. 
He then raised his arm and saluted. 
At the conclusion of the ceremony, he slowly turned and 
walked away. 
I hastened after him, and tapped him on the shoulder.  
“Excuse me” I said, “could I have your name for a story I 
am going to write?” 
He turned toward me, and with a sad look in his brown 
eyes, replied: “Lady, (and I sensed he meant it) I am not 
here to be part of some story you wish to write” 
“Then why are you here and not part of the group?” I 
challenged him.  
“I am here to pay respect to the soldiers and all service-
men and women who serve and shall serve, and those 
who have served - nothing else!” He replied.  
“Then may I at least know your name?” I asked.  
“NO,” he stated emphatically, “but you may call me 
‘Lumpy’ if you so desire.” 
With that, he slowly walked to his vehicle and drove 
away. 
I was tempted to take a note of his registration number 
and pursue my story, but then realized I had actually met 
the true spirit of the Australian soldier and should be 
grateful for it!  
Thank You, ‘Lumpy’. 

Anonymous  

LOGISTICS COMPANY 
Logistics Company (Log Coy) has had a busy and excit-
ing second quarter. The company’s main effort, to provide 
integral combat service support (CSS) to the Battalion 
(Bn), was successfully executed throughout all training 
activities and major exercises. Achieving this core task in 
2021 has been a challenge as numerous NCO and officer 
positions are currently vacant in Log Coy, however the 
drive of our boffins, spanners, gun plumbers, truckwits 
[drivers] and Qwee’s [Q personnel] has enabled the Coy 
to, as is tradition, punch above its weight. 
Log Coy came first in the Battalion Swimming Carnival 
held in April. CPL Liam Haverty (RAAOC) led a section of 
soldiers in the Kennedy Cup competition, giving many of 
the infantry section commanders a commendable run for 
their money. The TSP Pl COMD, LT M Allen, planned and 
coordinated the first ever Battalion Combatives Night dur-
ing Binh Ba Week. Several Log members competed in 
the night, battling it out in the arena in front of a massive 
Bn and MRF-D crowd, earning themselves a fierce repu-
tation. Log Coy (with a little help from BHQ) also came 
second in the Battalion Cross Country. 
Log Coy now turns to preparation for Ex KOOLENDONG 
which will see the majority of the coy deploy to Bradshaw 
Field Training Area in Aug 21. Logistical assets from 7 
RAR and 1st Armoured Regiment will be placed under 
the command of OC Log Coy, MAJ J Roberts. The in-
creased assets and personnel to command and control 
will be a challenge but also an excellent opportunity for 5 
RAR to develop its CSS SOPs and interoperability. Out-
side of the exercise, Log will continue to pursue high per-
formance in its regular barracks role and dominance in Bn 
competitions.  

CAPT Alex Baldry – 2IC 



6 APPIN’S FIRST ANZAC  
CEREMONY 

An estimated crowd of close to 1,000 people attended the 
first actual ANZAC Ceremony conducted in the village of 
Appin, in 2020 a ‘Light up the Dawn’ was held. Appin is 
205 years old and is located in South West Sydney. 

With assistance from 
RSM Ceremonial Pad-
dy McGarry and the 
catafalque party pro-
vided by 22 Squadron 
RAAF, Richmond and 
supported by Warrant 
Officer Ivan Petrovich. 
The service was fol-
lowed by a emergency 
vehicle parade where 
hundreds of locals 
also lined the streets. 
Vietnam Veteran Ken 
Wright (5 RAR 4 Pla-
toon and 7 RAR 4 Pla-
toon 1967-68), an ex-

RSM, was grateful with the effort and support given by 
the organising committee. He was also overwhelmed with 
the magnificent contribution of students from Appin Public 
School, Campbelltown High and St Gregory’s College. He 
is also excited that this ceremony has laid a strong foun-
dation for future generations. 

Appin’s first Catafalque Party. 

Ken Wright on the dais with School and Police representatives.  

Army and Navy representatives salute 
after laying wreaths. 

ANZAC DAY AROUND AUSTRALIA 

Adelaide 

Goomalling. WA                                                                Brisbane 

Canberra 

Sydney 
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DISCLAIMER: The 5 RAR Association, the National Committee and the Editor take no responsibility for any errors, omis-
sions or inaccuracies contained in this newsletter. Nor do they accept any liability for any loss or damage suffered directly 
or indirectly from use of information contained in this newsletter. Nor do they warrant that articles or opinions published in 
this newsletter are necessarily the opinions held by the Association, the National Committee or the Editor. 

STANDING ORDERS - NUI DAT 1969 
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OLDER VETERANS VISIT TO DARWIN  

In early June, 5 RAR commemorated the Battle of Binh 
Ba with a number of activities in Darwin.  This is now an 
annual ‘priority week’ in the battalion’s calendar. Associa-
tion members were invited to attend and 10 Vietnam era 
veterans took up this offer. There would have been more 
but a few had to cancel their plans due to various state 
COVID travel restrictions at the time.  The generous hos-
pitality provided by the battalion was outstanding and well 
coordinated under the direction of RSM Sean Casey. 

On the morning of 7 June, we were given a tour of the 
battalion facilities, including the museum, displays of the 
typical weapons and equipment carried by the modern 
infantry section, a demonstration of a section assault into 
a built up facility and a live fire demonstration at the 
Range in a Box facility. This new training medium allows 
all ranks to regularly maintain their marksmanship skills 

without having to travel to a range. 
The older veterans were given the 
opportunity in pairs to fire laser 
pistols, with some keenly declaring 
their marksmanship skills had 
hardly deteriorated over time! 
That evening, the visitors were 
hosted by the battalion at an all 
ranks regimental dining in night at 
the Brigade Soldiers Mess, the 
Hamilton VC Club.  In the pres-
ence of the Queen’s and Regi-
mental Colours, the traditions of a 
dining-in night were upheld. As is 
custom, the Officers, Warrant Offic-

ers and Senior NCO’s served the meals and wine to the 
junior ranks and VIP’s. It was a terrific night and showed 
that the morale and camaraderie within the tiger battalion 
is enormously high. Many ‘warries’ were swapped be-
tween young and old! 

Tuesday 8 June commenced with a battalion Commemo-
rative Service at St Mary’s Star of the Sea Cathedral in 
Darwin City. This is where the second set of 5 RAR Col-
ours are laid up. As part of the service, Terry James a 
veteran of the battle, delivered a biography of Private 
Wayne Teeling who was KIA at Binh Ba on 6 June 
1969.  Roger Wainwright was invited to recite the 5th Bat-
talion prayer. 
In the afternoon, the battalion assembled at the Event 
Cinema in nearby Palmerston for a presentation on the 
Battle of Binh Ba.  Prior to this, Roger on behalf of the 
association, presented a map display of Nui Dat (see be-
low) that shows the names of the streets in the 5 RAR 
locality at Nui Dat that were named after the first seven 
members of the battalion who were KIA in 1966. It shows 
a 1:10,000 map of the 1969 defensive layout at Nui Dat 
and an “exploded map” of the 5 RAR area detailing the 
streets as they were named in 1966.  Three of the street 
signs from Nui Dat are on display in the battalion museum 
and this presentation will add context to the signs. The 
map display was constructed and framed by Brian Bud-
den who with his usual dedication, decided to drive from 
northern NSW to Darwin to deliver the frame by safe 
hand. On this long trip he was chaperoned by Geoff Luck. 

The presentation on Binh Ba was conducted by WO2 
Critchley and LT Tilley and was outstanding for their de-
tailed research of the lead up to the battle, the execution 

Young and old Tigers in the Range in a Box Facility. 

The RSM, WO1 Sean 
Casey, addressing the 
dinner. 

Terry Bates, Brian Budden, Alan McNulty, CAPT Rebecca Griffiths, 
MAJ Andrew Kopada and Marian McNulty after the dinner. 
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OLDER VETERANS VISIT TO DARWIN ‐ Cont. 

THE PERIMETER 
The Perimeter, in the infantry is a circle of men. It is a 
section, platoon or company. One half is on guard, stay-
ing vigilant, watching for the enemy, while the other half 
rests, sleeps or carries on with life as it is. They are more 
than just men; they are a brotherhood in uniform. 
They share their plans, dreams and hopes with each oth-
er. In hard times they share their sadness, fears and pain. 
They face the enemy together, some like brothers, others 
like father and sons and always as true friends. They find 
a spirit in each other that binds them to one another in a 
bond that lasts forever. 
As time passes they will leave the service and each oth-
er. They will travel many different paths of life, some to 
prosper well and others not so well. Somewhere in life's 
travels these men find themselves lost in the world, con-
fused, dazed, scared, unhappy and searching for some-
thing; something they are not even sure exists. They are 
not soldiers anymore; they are called Veterans. 
Somehow, in their search they once again find others like 
themselves. They find brothers of the past; brothers of 
the Perimeter; that circle of safety where someone else 
shares their pain, confusion and fear. That Perimeter 
where that fear is eased and where there is less confu-
sion. They share each other's pain in stories, in tears and 
in silence. Inside the Perimeter eye contact can say it all. 
This Perimeter is a circle of life and a circle of death. It is 
a circle of wounded warriors; with wounds of both flesh 
and spirit. 
This Perimeter is a circle of iron that has never broken. It 
is a circle of common duty that knows no colour, creed or 
religious ground. The circle will last forever; through the 
best of times and the worst of times. 
The Perimeter is a place warriors will always seek - even 
for eternity. Just gaze out at our cemeteries; for out there 
on the outer edge, ever so vigilant, are those on the Pe-
rimeter. 

James R. Lawson 
from a plaque the on Alma Park  

Vietnam Memorial, Uralla, NSW. 

of each phase and the lessons learnt. At the conclusion, 
two D Company veterans of the battle, Ray Ward and 
Terry James gave an illuminating account of their first 
hand experiences of the battle. This was obviously well 
received by the battalion  

9 June was the 55th anniversary of Private John 
Sweetnam being KIA during the first tour of Vi-
etnam.  This was not an official part of the visit, but as his 
platoon commander and being in Darwin, I asked that I be 
able to place the poppy on his plaque at the battalion me-
morial wall. This is a ritual that occurs by the battalion 
duty personnel on every anniversary of our 50 KIA – the 
battalion flag is lowered to half-mast and a poppy is 
placed on the individual plaque of our fallen comrade. We 
are indebted that the battalion continues this small but 
significant ceremony on each anniversary.  Most of the 
visitors joined me for this brief ceremony and Tom Dav-
ern, also a member of 8 Platoon, placed a floral tribute at 
the wall in remembrance of John. The street in the Char-
lie Company position at Nui Dat was named ‘Sweetnam 
Crescent’ in his honour. LEST WE FORGET 
With all official activities completed, the group adjourned 
to the Oyster Bar on the Darwin Waterfront.  During a 
most convivial afternoon, we re-confirmed this venue as 
“HQ 5 RAR Association Darwin”.  
On their return 
road trip, Brian 
and Geoff carried 
back the Green-
halgh Tiger as it 
was in need of 
some serious 
repair. The 
Greenhalgh Tiger 
was presented 
by the battalion’s 
early benefactor, 
Bill Brennan Esquire. This tiger is important to the battal-
ion’s history as it is represents the linking of 5 RAR and 7 
RAR on 3 December 1973 to form the 5/7th Battal-
ion.  Paul Greenhalgh, who had commanded D Coy 5 
RAR throughout the first tour of Vietnam was the last CO 
of 7 RAR and the inaugural CO of 5/7 RAR at link-

ing.  After repair, this item of history will join the other 
Brennan era tigers in the display case at BHQ. Thank you 
Brian for volunteering to take on another challenging task. 
An overriding outcome of the visit was recognition that the 
rapport between the older veterans of our association and 
the current tigers’ is as strong as ever. We were made 
very welcome by all ranks and it was a tremendous op-
portunity to engage with the fine men and women who 
are taking the tiger battalion forward with pride.  We are 
indebted to the CO, LTCOL Matt Dirago, the RSM and 
the many members of the battalion who made this such a 
memorable visit. 
Association members will again be invited to participate in 
Binh Ba week in 2022. I suggest that you put early June 
in your diary as the tropical Darwin climate is at its best at 
that time with low humidity.  

Roger Wainwright 

Roger placed a poppy on John Sweetnam’s plaque and Tom laid a 
floral tribute, on the 55th  Anniversary of John being KIA. 

The Greenhalgh Tiger, which is sorely in 
need of some first aid. 
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NSW 

AROUND THE STATES 

WA 

Due to a person having acquired Covid-19 from working 
in hotel quarantine on Friday 23 April, the Western Aus-
tralian government chose to impose a complete lockdown 
of the Perth and Peel areas of the state for three days.  In 
doing so it saw all ANZAC Day services cancelled for a 
second year. 
This meant a huge loss for many businesses that would 
normally have benefited from ANZAC Day, including our 
very own WA HQ 5RAR Association at 43 Below. 

To help make up for 
this it was decided to 
convene a gathering 
of members at 43 
Below on Wednes-
day 11 May. We had 
some 25 members 
and partners attend 
where we had a 
catch up with lunch 
and of course ac-
companied by drinks 
and some fine con-
versation. 
Our thanks must go 
to our wonderful 
hostess, Sandra 
Gastev, who as usu-

al made sure we were well cared for.  Sadly Sandra re-
cently lost her husband Steve after a long illness and in 
supporting 43 Below, we offer our sincere condolences to 
her, her son Christopher who is following in his father’s 
footsteps, and her daughter Isabella. 

In May a small group (HQ WA) from Perth headed to 
Mandurah to provide comfort, solace and support for Li-
onel Morris who unfortunately is suffering from cancer. 
On arrival we met up with a number of members who live 
in the Mandurah area.  So the evening was a wonderful 
occasion for us to meet and catch up having missed AN-
ZAC Day due to Perth being in lockdown.  
Although not out of the woods yet Lionel was pleased to 
see so many of the 5RAR members and the photo attests 
to this. 

Ray Ward 

 

Anzac Day 2021 Sydney marchers enjoying a well-
earned drink after the march It wasn't a bad turn out con-
sidering. The march was led by our popular secretary 
Geoffrey Pearson.  
Our next Sydney get together is as usual, the first Friday 
in December at our home base, The Crown Hotel. See 
you there.  
I hope you are all faring well in these trying times. 

Barney Ruttle 

MENTORING TASK FORCE - 2 
Combat Team Charlie OC, Major David French, talks to 
local nationals whilst on a patrol with Operation Mentor 
and Liaison Team (OMLT) O33D who were conducting a 
partnered security patrol with the ANA in Derapet, Tangi 
Valley, 4 December 2010. 
This photo was taken moments before the patrol was en-
gaged in a two hour contact, in the village of Derapet, 
with upwards of 20 Taliban fighters.  

Darryl Lovell, Russell Briggs and Bill 
Hunt enjoy the delayed ANZAC Day 
lunch at 43 Below. 

The RAP visit (L-R); Terry Gott (PNR Pl 1966), Bob Armitage, Lionel 
Morris, Ray Ward, Darryl Lovell, Bruce Prior and Alan McNulty. 

The Sydney members enjoying their lunch and a drink, in the fore-
ground are Geoff Pearson and Barney Ruttle. 
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2790158 DAVID CHRISTOPHER PIGGOTT 
11 August 1947 - 14 July 2021 

PTE David ‘Dave’ Piggott died unex-
pectedly, even though he had been 
fighting cancer, in the early hours of 
Wednesday 14 July. 
Dave, a national serviceman, did his 
recruit training at 1 RTB Kapooka and 
Corps training at Ingleburn. He was 
then posted to 5 RAR and joined 5 
Platoon B Company as a rifleman. 

Dave deployed to South Vietnam with the Battalion in 
February 1969 aboard HMAS Sydney. He was wounded 
in action on 20 May 1969 when an APC he was travelling 
in hit a mine. After recovering he was transferred to BHQ. 
Dave returned to Australia with the Battalion in March 
1970. 
It was Dave’s wish that no Funeral Service was to be held 
for him. 

IN MEMORIAM 

2790705 ERNEST WILLIAM PALMER 
28 June 1948 - 7 June 2021 

PTE Ernest ‘Bill’ Palmer, late of 
Cooks Gap died on Wednesday 7 
July, while in the Mudgee District 
Hospital. 
Bill was a national serviceman who 
deployed to 1 ARU South Vietnam on 
9 April 1969. On 6 May he was post-
ed to the strength of 5 RAR, joining 
the Trackers Platoon, Support Com-
pany. Bill continued in this position until he returned to 
Australia, with the Battalion, aboard HMAS Sydney. 
A private Family Service and cremation was held for Bill  
on Wednesday 14 July by Eastaugh & Carroll Funeral 
Directors. The service was available for viewing online.  

55695 ALAN GLORIEUX GEERNAERT 
23 September 1944 - 24 February 2021 

We have been notified that LCPL 
Alan Geernaert died on Wednesday 
24 February after succumbing to can-
cer. He passed on in Fort St James, 
British Columbia, Canada, where he 
had been residing for many years. 
Al deployed to 1 ARU on 26 Novem-
ber 1968 and served with that unit 
until 14 December. He was then 

transferred to 1 RAR and he served with them until they 
returned to Australia. He joined 6 Section 8 Platoon Char-
lie Company, serving as a forward scout, on 5 February 
1969. He continued in that position until he was returned 
to Australia, on 19 November 1969, when his tour of 
South Vietnam was completed. 
He was widely known in Charlie Company as ‘the wild red
-headed Canadian’. 

3794483 RODNEY JOHN ZUNNEBERG 
25 March 1948 - 2 May 2021 

PTE Rodney ‘Zunna’ Zunneberg died 
on Sunday 2 May. He had been suf-
fering from diabetes and, more re-
cently, cardiac problems. 
Rod completed his recruit training at 2 
RTB, Corps training at 3 TB (ICW) 
and was posted to Infantry Centre 
(Reo Wing). He deployed to 1 ARU, 
South Vietnam, on 28 May 1969 and 

served with that unit until 13 July of that year. Rod was 
then transferred to 5 RAR, joining 8 Platoon as a rifleman. 
He served in that position until he returned to Australia, 
with the Battalion, on 10 March 1970. His Pl SGT, Russ 
Hill, remembers him as “a good bloke and a damn good 
soldier.”  
A Funeral Service was held for Rod at the Heritage Pio-
neer Chapel, Woori Yallock, VIC, on Thursday 13 May. 

Q. Who is credited with inventing the wa-
ter drip rifle used at the evacuation of Gallipo-
li? 

A. Lance Corporal William Scurry, 7
th
 Battalion, AIF.  

134368 EDWARD LEONARD KIME 
7 October 1947 - 28 June 2021 

We have been informed that CPL 
Edward ‘Eddie’ Kime died on Monday 
28 June, he had not been travelling 
well for quite some time and he finally 
succumbed to his illness. 
Eddie deployed to South Vietnam, 
with the Battalion, in February 1969, 
aboard HMAS Sydney. He served as 
a section commander with 8 Platoon, 
C Company until his return to Australia with the Battalion, 
again on HMAS Sydney on 10 March 1970. 
A Funeral Service for Eddie, attended by his family, was 
held by Turnbull Funerals, 71 Letitia St, North Hobart, on 
Thursday 8 July. 

Quote: "On Anzac eve we dug in among friends. At last I felt like an Anzac, and I imagine there were 600 others 
like me.” 

"Captain Reg Saunders, following the withdrawal during the Battle of Kapyong.” 
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KENNEDY CUP 2021 
On Friday 14 May the Tiger Battalion conducted its annu-
al section competition, The Kennedy Cup which was 
named in honour of CPL John Joseph Kennedy who was 
killed in action on 15 June 1969 in South Vietnam.  
His daughter Karen and her partner Bryan made the trip 
to Darwin to present the trophy to the winning section 
from Reconnaissance Platoon. 

She addressed the Battalion, giving an insight into her 
Dad, CPL Kennedy, describing him as a strong man who 
had a passion for teaching those around him. 
The winning section will now refine their skills and team-
work before representing the Tiger Battalion at the Duke 
of Gloucester Cup in August 2021. 

The winning section with CPL Max McCulloch and Karen Patterson 
at the presentation in the Gary Holmes Club. 

B COMPANY 1966-67 REUNION 
The photo below shows the 1966-67 B Company boys 
and girls after the wreath laying ceremony at the memori-
al at Tweed Heads on 24 May. This was the 55th anniver-
sary of Errol Noack being the Battalion’s first soldier, and 
the first National Serviceman, to be killed in action. 

From the left are: Tom Griffiths, Warren Binney, Kev 
Borger, John O’Callaghan, Geoff Luck, Lou O’Dea, Mar-
celle Griffiths, Kev Butcher, Brian and Maryanne Bamblett 
(at rear), Max Morrow, Terry O’Hanlon, Leanne and Kylie 
Hall, John Reister, Carmel O’Dea and Kerry White.                            

BUSHMASTER SIMULATED 
TRAINING 

The Protected Mobility Tactical Trainer (PMTT) is one of 
the latest innovations embraced by Army and is helping to 
achieve the aim of being a future-ready force. 
Developed by Applied Virtual Simulation (AVS), the 
PMTT system allows Army to train its soldiers to operate 
its fleet of protected mobility vehicles in a variety of tacti-
cal conditions and operational environments. It does this 
by providing realistic physical simulations of motion and 
an immersive experience for drivers, vehicle commanders 
and gunners. 
First established at the Army School of Transport at To-
bruk Barracks, Puckapunyal, the PMTT capability has 
expanded, finding a home at 1st Brigade, Darwin, earlier 
this year. 
The system, which consists of five vehicle platforms, an 
after-action review station and an admin station, is de-
signed around the training of junior mounted leaders and 
the development of teams, and can train up to 15 soldiers 
at any given time. 
AVS’s field service representative in the Northern Territo-
ry Wade Meacham has been working with units from the 
1st Brigade to help them get the most out of the new sim-
ulator. 
“The interest in the PMTT has been huge and a lot of the 
units have been keen to come down and try it out,” 
Mr Meacham said. 
“We’re looking forward to running some courses so that 
people can become more familiar with the PMTT, which 
we hope will lead them to develop their own training out-
comes from the use of the facility.” 
Much like Defence’s Weapons Training Simulation Sys-
tem (WTSS), Mr Meacham said one of the main benefits 
of the PMTT was its ease of access. 
“Soldiers can come in and use the facility quickly, without 
the need for permits and other administration, or worrying 
about the maintenance of training areas and ranges and 
whether the vehicles they have in their hangars have 
been serviced and are up to date,” he said. 
With a third system already in place in Brisbane, AVS is 
aiming to make the PMTT just as accessible as the 
WTSS by fielding more systems across the country to 
meet Army’s needs. 

PTE Shaun Causer, of the 5 RAR, operates a simulated MAG 58 
machine gun as part of convoy simulation training with the Pro-
tected Mobility Tactical Trainer at Robertson Barracks. Story by 
Captain Peter March. Photo by Corporal Rodrigo Villablanca. 



13 REDEDICATION OF COLLIE   
CENOTAPH 

The Collie District Cenotaph, Western Australia, was re-
dedicated on 15 May, the 100th anniversary of the laying 
of the monument’s Foundation Stone in 1921. The War 
Memorial commemorates those who have served in the 
various conflicts in which Australia has been involved. 
The monument was originally erected to commemorate 
those who died in service, or were killed in action, in the 
first World War 1914-18.  It is a tall stone cenotaph which 
sits upon a four-tiered base and a bronze wreath is af-
fixed to the cenotaph with inscribed plaques on the lower 
part of each face.  The cenotaph is located in the land-
scaped Soldier’s Park with rose beds and hedging with a 
pathway leading from the gateway to the cenotaph. 
The War Memorial commemorates those who have 
served in the various conflicts in which Australia has been 
involved. 
The service was attended by 30-40 people Including Rod-

ney Beauglehole and 
Peter Aspinall AM, the 
RSLWA President, who 
was one of the speakers 
at the rededication. 
Both men served in 
South Vietnam 1966-67. 
Rodney served with Ad-
min Company and Peter 
was a member of 103 
Field Battery and did 
service with both A Com-
pany and B Company as 
the Forward Observer. 
Peter also contributed to 
the artillery chapter of 
Vietnam Task.  Rodney and Peter on the day. 

TWELVE MONTHS ON 
On Sunday 2nd May, Lyn Bilston invited any 5 RAR ma-
tes to attend a family memorial service for John Bilston (C 
Coy 1966-67) who passed away on 3rd May last year. At 
that time numbers attending funerals were limited to 10.  
There were quite a few 
apologies from mem-
bers of 5 RAR associa-
tion however Bob 
Fletcher, Doug Bishop, 
Daryl McCombe and I 
attended the memorial 
to support Lyn, John’s 
children and family.  
I was asked to do a Mili-
tary style eulogy/service 
complete with poppies 
and ode. Doug Bishop 
described it as not too 
polished, not too long 
but just as John would 
have liked.  
‘To live in the hearts of 
those we leave behind is not to die.’ 

‘Stretch’ Bryan 

Bob, Stretch, Doug and Daryl hon-
our John’s memory. 

A MEMORY OF ANDY 
Andy and I joined the army on the same day, 7 November 
1967. Andy came from Carnarvon, about 900 klms north 
of Perth, where he worked as a stockman on a cattle sta-
tion.  I was from a dairy farm in Margaret River so we had 
a little bit in common. We became good mates that day.  
We travelled by train across the Nullarbor to Kapooka for 
recruit training.  After Kapooka we went to Ingleburn for 
corps training.  Then we were both transferred to 5 RAR, 
B Company. Andy was in 4 Platoon and I was in 6 Pla-
toon.   
I have a little story to tell about Andy, that happened while  
we were at Kapooka, during recruit training. We were on 
parade outside B Company lines and I think the Cor-
poral’s name was Corporal McLean. Corporal McLean 
spotted Andy doing something minor and he said out 
loudly “recruit Drummond you are a dickhead, now come 
out the front and say I am a dickhead”. Andy moved to 
the front with a little smirk on his face and said “You are a 
Dickhead”. Everyone laughed, even Corporal McLean 
smiled and said “Get back in line Drummond”. Only Andy 
could get away with something like that. 

We travel north every winter and always call in to see 
Andy’s statue in Carnarvon.  I have met Andy’s mother 
and most of his family. His sister Moira was guest speak-
er at our B Company Reunion held in Bunbury, WA, in 
2004. She gave an absolutely beautiful speech and I 
don’t think there was a dry eye in the room. She is an 
amazing lady 
Andy was a Great Bloke and is still sadly missed but cer-
tainly never forgotten 

Wally Sanday 
B Company 1969-70 

Editor’s Note: Private Andy Drummond is commemorated 
on our Honour Roll. He was patrolling as the forward 
scout, when on 30 May 1969, he was killed by an acci-
dental discharge.  

Wally beside Andy’s memorial at Carnarvon. 
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Income and Expenditure Statement - July 2020 to June 2021 
INCOME 2020-21  2019-20   

Membership Subscriptions 11,300.00  23,500.00   
Reunion 2020 0.00  51,789.00   
Memorabilia Sales 7,708.00  16,131.00   
Donations  351.10  479.00   
Donations (Stock) 0.00  3,540.50   
DVA Grant - STS 0.00  2,110.00   
Term Deposit Interest Income 440.42  1,696.50   

Total Income 19,799.52  99,246.00   
COST OF SALES      

Memorabilia  5,743.50  2,599.26   
Total Cost of Sales 5,743.50  2,599.26   

       
GROSS PROFIT 14,056.02  96,646.74   

EXPENSES      
DVA Grant - STS 0.00  10,336.35   
Floral Tributes  80.00  0.00   
Fees/Licences/Registration 0.00  80.13   
Internet/Website 259.00  278.90   
Postage & Stationery 1,248.66  1,162.00   
Tiger Tales (Print & Post) 11,379.51  20,781.08   
RAR Corporation Subscriptions 0.00  200.00   
Reunion 2020 Expenses 0.00  86,918.97   
Travel and Accommodation 1,000.00  0.00   

Total Expenses 13,967.17  119,757.43   
       

NET PROFIT (LOSS) 88.85   23,110.69   
       

Balance Sheet as at 30 June 2021 
ASSETS      

General Cheque Account 58,202.26  52,810.43   
5 RAR Reunion Account 50.10  50.00   
TERM DEPOSIT 50296157 due 4-Nov-21 @ 0.65% 20,959.58  20,750.65   
TERM DEPOSIT 50296165 due 4-Aug-21 @ 0.80% 21,963.85  21,732.36   
Stock on Hand 19,976.00  25,719.50   

Total Assets 121,151.79  121,062.94   
       

LIABILITIES      
  0.00  0.00   

Total Liabilities 0.00  0.00   
       

NET ASSETS 121,151.79  121,062.94   
       

EQUITY      
Retained Earnings 121,099.33  144,210.02   
Current Earnings 88.85  23,110.69   
Historical Balancing of Reunion Account (O/Balance brought on to Balance Sheet) 36.39  36.39   

TOTAL EQUITY 121,151.79  121,062.94   
          

This financial statement will be presented to Association Members at the AGM on Friday 22nd October 2021. 



15 THE 5 RAR CRICKET TEAM 

VIETNAM VANGUARD PURCHASES 
The Association has limited copies of this book (see 
order form page 20) or go to the ANU Press website 
at; 
https://press.anu.edu.au/publications/vietnam-vanguard  

NOTICES 
MEMBERSHIP CHANGES AND ENQUIRIES 

All enquiries regarding membership, or changes and 
amendments to your contact details should be for-
warded to:  

Membership Officer, 5 RAR Association,  
82/117 Palm Meadows Drive, CARRARA, QLD, 4211.   

07 5594 4780 or garyt.5rar@gmail.com 
5 RAR DARWIN VISITS PROCEDURE 

If you are going to Darwin and would like to visit the 
Museum, please email 5rar.welfare@defence.gov.au 
with your available dates and one of the team will get 
back to you with arrangements.  
The Battalion will strive to arrange security require-
ments, if it is at all possible, to suit your travel time 
frame for you to visit Binh Ba Lines and the Museum. 

ACT REPRESENTATIVE NEEDED 
Bernie Pye, the former ACT Representative has 
stepped down from the position after originally as-
suming it on a temporary basis nine years ago. Many 
thanks to Bernie for all of his help. 
The position does not involve much work, Bernie can 
be contacted either by mobile on 0424 701 784 or by 
email at bernie.pye@bigpond.com  

This event doesn’t relate to war service but took place 
after the battalion returned to Holsworthy in 1970. 
I was unable to make the battalion cricket team apart 
from a couple of games in the 70/71 season – too long 
away from the game due to pre-embarkation training and 
injury however, by the 71/72 season, my game improved 
and I’d been made captain. 
We had a good team when all members were able to play 
but I was consistently frustrated when so many of the 
good players weren’t available due to training with their 
companies. 
By mid-season the 5 RAR team was languishing on the 
bottom of the ladder. 
Then the new CO marched in – LTCOL Kevin Newman 
was only in the seat for a 
couple of days, in January 
1972, before the Sports Of-
ficer was called to his office 
to explain why the cricket 
team was faring so badly. 
The particular officer didn’t 
even know who the cricket 
team captain was but a day 
or two later, I was sum-
moned to the CO’s office. 
I had no idea why, so I en-
tered with some trepidation, 
only to be asked why the 
team was doing so badly. 
I explained why – the best cricketers in the team weren’t 
being made available. 
Many of us know how important sport is to the military 
and the following week, every team member plus support-
ing members were made available. 
We won the next game easily and went on to win every 
game afterwards and made the final at Victoria Barracks 
in Sydney against the Victoria Barracks team. 
Now while we performed really well, the Barracks team 
had several First Grade cricketers – some were reservists 
too, I found out later – and so our battalion team lost nar-
rowly. 
Towards the end of the season I was posted to Tasmania 
where, three years later, I met the now retired Mr New-
man who was standing for parliament in a by-election for 
the Tasmanian seat of Bass (to replace Lance Barnard) – 
he remembered me and said, “Call me Kevin.” 
Kevin Newman was elected to parliament and later, his 
wife Jocelyn was elected to the Senate. Both served as 
Ministers in the Fraser Government. 

John Skinner 
12 Pl, D Coy 1969-70 
Editor’s Note: Many thanks go to 
John, he received the electronic 
issue of Tiger Tales early on 1 
April, saw my request for contribu-
tions and I received ‘The 5 RAR 
Cricket Team’ by email before 
lunch. 

LTCOL Kevin Newman 

2 PLATOON 1969-70 REUNION  
2 Pl A Company 1969-70 is holding a reunion in 
Bright, VIC, 12-13-14 October 2021.  
Accommodation is at NRMA Caravan Park, 1800 706 
685, book under Callsign Tiger2 or contact Jeff Den-
nis on 0428 394 707 or by email rar05@bigpond.com  

B COMPANY 1969-70 REUNION  
A Reunion for B Company (1969-70) is being organ-
ised over the next Anzac Day period  from 23 April - 
28 April 2022. It will be held in the Margaret River ar-
ea of Western Australia.  
If anybody has any immediate enquires please con-
tact either Leonie 0428 315 027 or Wally Sanday 0488 
053 113 or email them at billnleonie@yahoo.com.au  

D COY 1969-70 – NEXT REUNION? 
D Coy 2nd Tour is attempting to plan a next reunion, 
pending on COVID-19 in the next 12 months to 2 
years. We currently have options for Perth/Busselton 
if in the west, or Wauchope/Port Macquarie in the 
east. Timing possibilities are 5-7 June 2022, fall back 
option to 17-19 August 2022, failing these options 
plan is to defer until 5-7 June 2023. For more infor-
mation, please contact Bob Fenwick 0417 471 172 or 
sendfenwick@bigpond.com  
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Complete all sections of this form and remit it, with Cheque or Money Order made payable to 5 RAR Association, to the address above, or, email 
this form and Internet Deposit Receipt/CBA Deposit Slip to gp@therbco.com.au please include your Surname and Initials as the reference.  

Bank details: Account name: 5 RAR Association.  Bank: CBA.  BSB: 062-511 Account: 1015-9756  

Surname: Christian Names: Known As: 

Partners Name: Regimental No: Rank: 

Home Ph: Mobile: Business Ph: 

Address: Suburb/Town: 

State: P/Code: Email: 

Brief history of service with 5 RAR and or 5/7 RAR or link with 5 RAR Assoc: 

Membership       1 March 2020 - 28 February 2023           $50.00 
Memorabilia O/S Price Qty Cost 
Vietnam Vanguard (See Below) M $   55     
Vietnam Task (Reprinting 2022) M  $   35      
The Year of the Tigers (Edition 3) L  $   65      
Honour Roll  M  $   35      
Caps  L  $   25      
Ties S  $   30      
Lapel Badges 20x13mm S  $    6      
TAC Plates-Set 2 130x130mm S  $   20      
5 RAR Plaque 205x255mm M  $   50      
Assorted 3 Car Sticker Special S   $   10     

T5-90ASSNRND Tiger Head Round S  $    5      
T5-1075GRGO Tiger Head C/Patch S  $    5      
5R-1875ICBRBN ICB/SVN Ribbons S  $    5      
T5-1014SVNRND Tiger Head SVN S  $    5     
Membership Dues (3 Year Period)   $   50      

   Grand Total: $ 
The following charges will apply to overseas (O/S) orders.  

Items marked S - $1, M - $5, L $10 per item. 

Remit this form and payment due to: 
The Secretary 
5 RAR Association 
P O Box 698 
CARINGBAH NSW 1495  

Joining/Renewing Membership  

Change of Details  

Purchase of Memorabilia  

Please indicate use of this form 

 Your Committee Members and State Representatives. 

Patrons: BRIG Colin Khan DSO AM (Ret'd) Ph: 02 6257 7249 - MAJGEN Justin ‘Jake’ Ellwood DSC AM Ph: 07 3332 6025 
President  Vice President  Secretary/Memorabilia Officer Treasurer 
David French COL Roger Wainwright OAM Geoff Pearson LTCOL. Bill Titley OAM 
  Ph:  02 9524 3561  Ph:  07 4128 4097 
Mob:  0401 910 079 Mob:  0409 588 935 Mob:  0417 223 001  Mob:  0408 085 337 
president@5rar.asn.au  vicepres@5rar.asn.au secretary@5rar.asn.au treasurer@5rar.asn.au 
Membership Officer/TT's Editor Webmaster  Committee Member Committee Member 
Gary Townsend Ted Harrison Brian Budden SGT Chris Hayden 
Ph:  07 5594 4780    
Mob:  0412 767 975 Mob:  0403 907 775 Mob:  0418 769 954 Mob:  0407 470 919 
garyt.5rar@gmail.com webmaster@5rar.asn.au krikse2@hotmail.com hayds81@yahoo.com.au  
Committee Member Committee Member Committee Member Committee Member 
Terry James Geoffrey Luck OAM Barry Ruttle MAJ. Bryan Schafer OAM 
 Ph: 02 9982 6053 Ph: 02 9601 2762 Ph:  02 9605 5841 
Mob:  0414 600 518 Mob: 0417 447 508 Mob: 0417 488 598 Mob:  0412 432 464 
terryj699@gmail.com  geoff.luck@bigpond.com  bazzaciz@bigpond.net.au blues5@iprimus.com.au 

Submissions for Tiger Tales to 82 Lake Hills, 117 Palm Meadows Dve, CARRARA, QLD, 4211 or garyt.5rar@gmail.com 
ACT Representative NSW Representative QLD Representative SA/NT Representative 
POSITION VACANT Barry Ruttle Vince Feenstra Mo Hancock OAM 
 Ph: 02 9601 2762 Ph: 07 3824 3410 Ph:  08 8556 2732 
 Mob: 0417 488 598 Mob: 0427 341 515 Mob: 0414 566 212 
 bazzaciz@bigpond.net.au wfeenstra@bigpond.com moswhan@bigpond.net.au 
 TAS Representative VIC  Representative WA Representative 
  Kevin Mulligan Doug Bishop Alan McNulty DCM 
  Ph:  03 6427 8257   

  Mob:  0417 373 024 Mob:  0437 653 577 Mob:  0417 914 309 
  tasrep@5rar.asn.au doug.bishop@internode.on.net  alanmarian1@bigpond.com 

Current as at 1 August 2021 

The Association has limited stock of ‘Vietnam Vanguard’ or it is available on the ANU Press website at:  
https://press.anu.edu.au/publications/vietnam-vanguard  



 

NOTICE OF THE 2020‐2021 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 

To All Members 

The 2020‐2021 Annual General Meeting of the 5th Battalion, The Royal Australian Regiment Association 

Incorporated, will be held at 3:00pm on Friday 22 October 2021. The venue will FDM Group Offices, 

Level 21, Tower Three, International Tower, 300 Barangaroo Ave, SYDNEY 2000. This AGM will be held 

subject to the ongoing COVID‐19 restrictions in New South Wales. 

 

AGENDA 

 

1. To confirm the minutes of  the previous Annual General Meeting held  in Tweed Heads on 2 

March 2020. 
 

2.   To  receive  and  consider  reports  from  the  Office‐Bearers  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the 

Constitution:   

      a. President  

      b. Secretary 

    c. Treasurer 

    d. Membership Officer 

 

3. To elect Office‐Bearers and ordinary committee members of the Association. 
 

4. To receive and consider any other business and notices lodged with the Secretary. 
 

Members who wish to nominate for committee positions are to complete the form on the reverse of 

this Notice Sheet included with this Tiger Tales and ensure it is received by the Secretary no later than 

22 September 2021. 

NOTE:  That  whilst  you may  be  able  to  view  the  actual  AGM  in  operation,  you  will  not  be  able  to 

participate by way of voting‐comment.  It  is essential that any Member that wishes to be included into the 

“Zoom” type AGM Meeting to email the Secretary (secretary@5rar.asn.au) by 22 September 2021 so they can be 

included into an AGM email “address book” to enable the “log‐in” link to be sent to you when the link details are 

available, early October. It is VITAL that, should you wish to have any matter included within the AGM, it 

is absolutely essential to bring the matter to the attention of the Secretary (Geoff Pearson) well before 

the AGM cut‐off time 22 September 2021 for inclusion into the AGM Agenda at (secretary@5rar.asn.au). 

 

Geoff Pearson 

Secretary and Public Officer 



 

NOMINATION FOR COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP 2021 

 

In  accordance  with  Clause  18  of  the  5  RAR  Association  Constitution  nominations  are  called  for 

committee membership  for  the year 2021.   All  current office holders retire  in accordance with  the 

Constitution and are eligible for re‐election. 

 

Nomination Form 

 

1.  Nomination of Candidate 

 

Name of Nominee: [please print] .............................................................................. is nominated for the 

position  of  [specify  as  appropriate  ‐  President,  Vice‐President,  Secretary,  Treasurer,  8  ordinary 

committee members.] 

 

[position].........................................................................................for the year 2021‐2022 

 

Nominator: [signature]: .................................................................. 

 

Name: [please print]  .......................................................................  Date: .......................................... 

 

Seconder: [signature]  ..................................................................... 

 

Name: [please print]  .......................................................................  Date: ........................................... 

 

2.  Acceptance by Nominee 

 

I accept this nomination.             

 

 

.....................................................................        Date:  ......................................... 

[Signature of Nominee] 

Nominators and seconders are to be financial members of the Association.   Completed nomination 

forms  should  be with  the  Secretary  before  22  September  2021.    They may  be  posted  to  5  RAR 

Association, PO Box 698, CARINGBAH, NSW 1495 or scanned and emailed to the Secretary at 

secretary@5rar.asn.au Further copies of the nomination form can be obtained from the Secretary at the 

above email address. 

OFFICE USE ONLY 

Noted as received by Secretary 

…………………………………………………………………….                                    Date: ……...................................


